
Faith-based organizations 
have been a core of HFHSTL 
from our beginning (our first 
administrative office was in 
space offered by a local 
church!). In 2004 we were 
recognized as having the most 
faith-based groups working on 
a single build in the entire 
country! Churches have 
supplied sponsorships, build 
volunteers, leadership, family 
partners and (perhaps the 
most important), prayer. And 
while our relationship is a two-
way street, it has been said 
that partnership with Habitat 
creates many avenues back to 
the church.  

 
 
 

It can become a core component of  
a congregation’s vision by being  

a tangible expression  
of faith. 

“What good is it, my brothers, 
if a man claims to have faith 
but has no deeds? Can such 
faith save him? Suppose a 
brother or sister is without 
clothes and daily food. If one 
of you says to him, "Go, I wish 
you well; keep warm and well 
fed," but does nothing about 
his physical needs, what good 
is it? In the same way, faith by 
itself, if it is not accompanied 
by action, is dead.  

But someone will say, "You 
have faith; I have deeds."  
Show me your faith without 
deeds, and I will show you my 
faith by what I do. 

James 2:14-18 



“My congregation is small and has very tight finances already. How can we 
get involved?”  You will find many resources on Habitat International’s 
website at http://www.habitat.org/cr/. Here are just a few ideas from there: 

 
Pray  Don’t just tack it on your “shopping list” to God—get acquainted with 
homeowners & their families & pray for them by name. If you can’t make it out to 
volunteer on the website, visit our photo album and look for the ones in light blue 
shirts. Watch their continued investment in their own futures from week to week.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appreciate their 
sweat-equity 

sympathize with 
their occasional 
bandages  

share in their joy… 



.  
 

Financial Support  While some 
are blessed to have the 
resources and heart to just write 
a check, remember that “the 
body is composed of many 
parts.” You’re not in this alone 
and that’s part of the point—we 
can accomplish much more 
together than even the sum of 
our individual efforts. The water 
flowing from the mouth of the 
Mississippi into the Gulf started 
with raindrops. *Lots* of 
raindrops, coming together, 
flowing one direction. So, in 
addition to larger chunks you 
may be able to contribute, 
collect your pocket change as 
well—it all adds up. Remember 
the “widow’s mite.” She only 
gave a couple of cents, but 
Jesus said it was more than all 
the rest because it was all she 
had, not just surplus. 

Financial support can 
also take the form of 
inkind goods & 
services . A bucket of 
paint, a box of nails, 
electrical work, 
plumbing, 
landscaping… 
 
all those are part of 
the completed project. 



Volunteer  Financial sponsors have first priority for volunteer opportunities. We also 
occasionally need extra workers when sponsors are not able to supply those needs, so 
make sure your name is on the list to be notified of such needs. There may be an 
opportunity to volunteer as a group (up to 15 people) and there are also opportunities 
for individuals. There is also an ongoing need for leadership—crew leaders & house 
leaders. Training is provided. Benefits, while intangible, are substantial! 

 
 

Engage Your Community  The need is ever-present, so continue to be a voice to raise 
awareness. Host speakers, create presentations, write letters to the editor, share your 
concerns with your legislators, post frequently on MySpace…Let this become part of 
your passion and share it! 

 

Habitat for Humanity 
A hand up, not a hand-out! 


